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As we enter another month in 2021, we are all asking ourselves,
"Where has all the ammo gone??" We know it has been hard to
get out to the range but I think you will find some comfort in
some of the following stories and events in this month's

SAGC History

newsletter. The gun club is not slowing down! There are too many
things to do! The pause in the amount of shooters coming out
every week is a great time to build, rebuild, fix, and update! We
hope to see your face soon. We can use all the help we can get!

Skid Steer
In Other News...
Shooting Events
Steel Nights Explained
Upcoming Meeting
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SAGC HISTORY

MY FIRST MEMORIES OF THE SAN ANGELO GUN CLUB
BY BILL WYNNE
I believe the year was 1952. This would have been the 5th year of the gun club. I was twelve years old and my father
and mother had given me a Remington .22. We found out that the rifle would not “shoot straight” so my mother
carried me and the gun down to George Currie’s gun shop where they had bought it and complained. Mr. Curry
assured my mother that rifles from the factory needed to be sighted in and he would be glad to sight it in for me.
When he returned the rifle, he suggested that I enter the NRA Junior program at the San Angelo Gun Club range at
Lake Nasworthy. It sounded like a good idea to my mother and fun for me.
A high school boy who had a car picked several of us kids up at our houses and drove us out to the range. I can
remember that we turned south on Johnson Street at the fairly new San Angelo Junior College. After we passed a few
streets where houses were being built just south of the college, Johnson Street became a narrow county road.
To the west of the road, where Collage Hills Addition and the telephone company are today, were cotton fields.
Bobcat Stadium was not yet there and Knickerbocker Road was also a narrow county road with ranch land on either
side. After a few miles and before we reached the lake, we turned to the right on a dirt road that led to the gun club
range. Today, that road is named Gun Club Road.
There were about six of us kids and our instructors were two men, Mr. Lackshaw, who was a World War I veteran and
Doc Taylor who was a veterinarian. We used Remington Junior target rifles that were donated. We shot at the
smallest targets you ever saw at fifty feet. I thought I shot fairly good but I was surprised to find the only girl in our
group could shoot better than any of us boys. That was a lesson I have remembered. Our instructors were good men
and they taught us, first safety in handling firearms and then marksmanship.
The range was simple with a covered and asphalt paved two-hundred-foot-wide firing line that faced north, toward
town, into a u-shaped header that was nearly a hundred feet high for a very good backstop. It had places for targets
at various distances such as fifty feet, fifty yards, one hundred yards, and two hundred yards. Behind the covered
firing line was ample space for parking. The land was leased from the city and it ran all the way to the lake where
there was a boat dock. There was also an old house that had been moved in on the property. It was used for storage
as it was too small for meetings and, as a plus, there was a nest of rattle snakes under it. You could hear them rattle
when you walked across the creaky floor. Not good!
This range was built by a few members, primarily for a place to sight in their hunting rifles but also for competition.
There were massive u-shaped wooden shooting benches placed on the firing line. Pistols, rifles, and shotguns were
all fired from the firing line unless there was no one else on the range. Pistol shooters shot by the side of rifle
shooters. Rules were simple common sense in those days and I never heard of an accident.
The materials were scrounged and donated by some who could afford to and the labor was donated by hard-working
members. I understand that the first range was the one left by the Army Air Force at what had been Concho Field
which is now Mathis Field.

Feeling nostalgic? We'd love to hear your stories too! Email
Heather at info@thesanangelogunclub.org with a fun
experience you've had at the gun club. Pictures are a plus!
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SKID STEER

The club has not named a day yet but wanted to make everyone
aware that we will be testing out a few skid steers to purchase in
the future. We will be planning a Demo Day and we would like to
invite anyone who has experience with skid steers or would like to
review the options with us. This is YOUR club and your voice
matters. More to follow...

REMINDER:
Gate Entry/Exit
Hold Your Keycard touching the keypad for 5 secs.
Hold – do not swipe.
If gate does not open after a minute or so, rescan the
keycard by touching the keypad again.
If after trying several times to enter or exit, then call a
Club Officer for assistance.
Also, check if you passed the annual renewal date on
your Membership ID without renewing.
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IN OTHER NEWS...

If you have been out to the range lately, you've probably seen these classy
signs already. Thank you Bill Wynne for this simple, great design!

New table at the Shotgun range!

Did You Know...
In November 2020, the San Angelo Gun Club
held a .22 Fun Match and raised $530 for
Meals on Wheels?! This is definitely a club to
be proud of!
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SHOOTING EVENTS

SHOOTING EVENTS FOR FEB 15-MAR 14
Feb 18
Steel Night - 6pm-9pm

Mar 4
Steel Night - 6pm-9pm

Feb 20
.22 Silhouette Match - Range C 9:30am-Noon

Mar 6
Long Rangers - Range A - 10am11:30am

Feb 21
USPSA Match - Ranges 1,7,8 & 9 - 1pm5pm

Mar 13
ABRA .22LR Benchrest Match - 10am1pm

Feb 27
ABRA .22LR Benchrest Match - 10am1pm

Notes for anyone interested in the above shooting events:

The person in charge of each event has taken into consideration the lack of ammunition
readily available for purchase and has taken precautions against using the normal
amount typical for these shooting events. Please contact the POC for more info on
changes to round count if not listed here:
Steel Night: 45-50 rounds (Normally 150 rounds)
.22 Silhouette Match: Bill Wynne (325-277-3338) or John Pormann (325-947-5326)
USPSA Match: Kirby Dahl @ 210-319-9318
ABRA .22LR Benchrest Match: 30 rounds max (normally 50 rounds min)
Long Rangers: exec@sanangelogunclub.org

SAVE THE DATE!!
RANGE CLEANUP DAY IS FEBRUARY 28TH
STARTING AT 9AM!!
WE WILL NEED AS MANY HANDS AS POSSIBLE TO
GET IT DONE QUICKLY. WATER WILL BE PROVIDED.
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STEEL NIGHTS EXPLAINED
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To get a better idea of what goes on at these events, Heather will be attending each event to share some of the
details with you. This month, she attended the Steel Nights events with Ernest Garza and Dan Nguyen. On the
events page of the SAGC website, it didn't have a location so Heather assumed where the most cars were
parked was where the event was going to be held. Darren said most of the time they gather on Bay 7. They were
all parked between the covered shooting area and the dirt berm. The first thing she experienced was how laid
back of an event it was. Everyone was standing around, getting their gear ready, web belt adjusted, filling mags,
etc. Ernest and Dan take turns building fun activities for everyone to do. Ernest said there are normally a dozen
plus people who attend but during this night in particular, there were only seven people in attendance. No one
has super fancy equipment. Non-intimidating and helpful group of guys. They started a little late hoping for
more people to show up. They asked everyone what they would be shooting then put everyone on a list to
decide who would go first and how they could best support each shooter. They then explained what each drill
would consist of. The first exercise was a one handed shooting and mag change drill. Six metal targets were set
up. Each person had to shoot the first three targets with one hand, conduct a mag change, then shoot the last
three with the other hand. Although each person was timed, the intent was to work towards being better, not
necessarily competing. Everyone missed a few shots. Heather felt the overall feel of the event was supportive,
fun, safety conscience, and worth while for everyone there. She left after the first round but there were two other
drills that followed. Because the Steel Night shooting events are not for profit, just a fun way of getting together
to push each other, people can come and go as they please. These guys want to encourage you to come out and
watch and when you are ready to jump in, bring a gun, at least two mags, and a box of ammo and get involved!
These events will be held the first and third Thursday of the month from 6pm to 9pm.
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UPCOMING MEETING
The next membership meeting will be held on
February 23rd at 7pm at the Shriners Club, 2915
W 306 Loop, San Angelo, TX 76904
We hope to see you there! If you have any questions about
this newsletter or have any topics you'd like to discuss at
the meeting, please email Heather at
info@sanangelogunclub.org.
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